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Abstract:

Despite more than seven decades of development planning in Iran, its
outcomes in terms of sustainability, accumulation, and effectiveness bear a
significant gap from the approved objectives. Notwithstanding extensive
studies on the causes of this failure, the literature on Iran’s development
still suffers from analytical dispersion and a lack of theoretical coherence.
Focusing on the theoretical and semantic formulations of this literature, this
study examines nineteen domestic studies on development and five-year
plans using comparative analysis and meta-synthesis. The comparative
analysis was conducted at three conceptual, explanatory, and
methodological levels, while the meta-synthesis was carried out through
open, axial, and selective coding. The findings indicate that Iran’s
development literature is organized around three dominant approaches:
instrumental/policy-oriented, = normative/ideological, and  analysis-
oriented/discursive. Despite agreeing on the existence of a development
crisis, these approaches diverge in explaining its origin. The meta-synthesis
of the studies revealed that their commonality lies in the failure to attribute
the roots of the crisis to the absence of a stable and hegemonic meaning of
development-a condition that can be termed the ‘crisis of hegemony of the
development discourse.” Accordingly, the chronic failure of development in
Iran, rather than merely stemming from executive, institutional, or policy
inadequacies, is rooted in a crisis of meaning and the lack of hegemony
within the development discourse.
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