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Abstract:

This study investigates the water crisis and water resource management in the
Qorveh Plain in Kurdistan, addressing the central question of how the revitalization of
indigenous knowledge can contribute to the development of local capacities for
sustainable water resource management and the mitigation of water crises. To achieve
this objective, a bottom-up strategy was employed, and the theoretical framework was
developed by integrating three perspectives: 1) the views of Chambers and Shiva on
indigenous knowledge; 2) Ostrom's theory of multi-level governance; 3) Schlosberg's
critical environmental policy analysis. Data were collected through 17 semi-structured
interviews with farmers and key informants in the Central, Chardoli, and Serishabad
districts of Qorveh County and were interpreted using narrative content analysis. The
findings indicate that the water crisis has manifested in two dimensions: the weakening
of ecological reproduction capacity and the crisis of social reproduction. Ineffective
governance, manifested through capacity-eroding and justice-averse policies, along
with the erosion of indigenous institutional capital, has exacerbated this crisis and
marginalized indigenous knowledge. This situation has exposed indigenous
knowledge-which embodies adaptive mechanisms to the region's climate and
indigenous social capital-to the risk of extinction. However, the strategy for
overcoming the crisis lies in developing local capacity through a triad of: 1) institutional
empowerment and the reconstruction of multi-level governance, 2) the coexistence of
indigenous and formal knowledge; 3) economic-biological resilience through adaptive
agriculture. Therefore, the sustainable solution lies not in a mere return to the past, but
in the smart integration of indigenous knowledge with multi-level governance.

Key Concepts: Narrative Content Analysis, Multi-level Governance,
Indigenous Knowledge, Qorveh Plain, Local Capacities
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